P overty in Colombia denotes the serious problem of inequality distribution of income, characterized by some of the most terrible poverty statistics in Latin America. For this reason, the Colombian government and the private organizations especially the economic ones, both have been working in reducing the poverty problem, by the introducing of charity programs with poor outcomes that become superficial solutions, due to the effects on the economy of social, political and economic events throughout the history of the country, and the effect of armed conflict, that do not allow them to advance in the results.
Moreover, the poverty in Colombia has been determinate lack of human basic necessities, which are demonstrate in a lot of problems such as illiteracy, malnutrition, short time of life, bad mother's health and sufferings for diseases that could be easily treated. This type of approach is called: "the human poverty", which focus in what the people can or cannot do, but does not focus in what the people have or do not have.
An indirect way of measuring it is through the access to goods, services and infrastructure such as: energy, education, communications, drinkable water, among others, that are necessary for the human beings to develop their selves properly, and in the same way their basic capacities. The different quantities of goods and services that poor people have and the access they have to them, allows to determinate in which level of poverty they are; the problem with this approach takes root in determining what type of goods and services must be selected, however, the determination of this type of necessities, gives a good idea of their scant resources, which place them in this situation of severe income disparities and inadequate social services.
Organizations such as the World Bank estimates that 65% of the population, live below the poverty line and rural poverty is especially acute and serious. The rural workers in Colombia are estimated in the poverty rate in 80%, of which 42% is considered extreme. In addition, only 15% of rural dwellers have access to telephone services, 62% to drinkable water, and 32% to sewage treatment services.
Other organizations such as the Latin American Center of Rural Development had concluded that 8 of the 11 countries (Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, México, Nicaragua y Peru) included in their projects, have poverty mapping activities of one or other form, but, who has one of the most highest poverty mapping activities is Colombia. 1 . The information before, gives an idea of the Colombians poor conditions that are worst in rural areas by a 15% illiteracy rate. World Bank studies also show, that Colombia will require an important economic growth of 4% through 2010 to reduce poverty to the levels recorded in 1995. This is especially challenging considering that the Uribe's Government has reduced fiscal spending and that foreign direct investment in 2002 has diminished under $2 billion, a melt off of about a half compared with middle 1990s.
Moreover, lack of state presence in strategic places of the country, has allowed illegal narcotics production and armed, drug-dealing, and terrorist organizations which try to prevent and to end the conflict, but they can´t. While Colombia's illegal armed groups have been weakened, their presence and ability to inflict violence against the state and civilians continues.
There are different methods to measure the level of poverty in the world, but this one is measure in Colombia by a common method based on incomes or consumption levels. A person is considered poor if his or her consumption or income level, falls below some minimum level necessary to meet basic needs. This minimum level is usually called the "poverty line", that vary in time and place, and each country uses lines which are appropriate to its level of development, societal norms and values. Most people in Colombia, lives below the poverty line because they don't have how to satisfy their basic needs varies.
This kind of information on consumption and income, is obtained through sample surveys, with which households are asked to answer some questions about their spending habits and sources of income. Such surveys are conducted regularly in Colombia, because these sample survey data collection methods allows government to understand the people situation by asking them which their basic needs are and what poverty means for them and in this way, create new programmes to solve their well -development problems.
There is another method to measure the poverty level, by looking the Human Development Index created by the United Nations Development Programme -UNDP. The Human Development Index is defined as the arithmetical average of the achievements of a country in three basic dimensions of the human development: longevity (life expectancy), level of education: rate of literacy of the adult population, combined with the rate of matriculation in the elementary, secondary and tertiary education and standard of living. The Human Development index, vary from zero (0) to one (1). By looking at some of the most fundamental aspects of people's lives and opportunities the HDI provides a much more complete picture of a country's development than other indicators, such as GDP per capita, Table 1 .
economic Solutions for Poverty in colombia
The reduction of the poverty is the fundamental task with which the world community meets confronted, and there is an important debate around the policies that might help to reach this purpose and the way in which the financial international institutions might endorse the companies.
The poverty can be reduce stimulating the growth of the GDP per capita, increasing the whole resources the population can have, and increasing the percentage of these resources that goes to the poorest sectors. In this way, the economic growth can be stimulated through government policies directed to promote the macroeconomic stability such as: low and stale rates of inflation, limited deficit budget and a viable foreign debt. Also, the opening to international trades, the education and the empire of the law, could act as stability policies to increase the Colombian GDP per capita.
International and regional organizations are worried about the poverty rates in Latin America but especially in Colombia. All of them try to give their best in the war against poverty.
The CEPAL gives services of researching, studying and other activities of support, promotes the economic and social development through cooperation and the integration to regional and subregional level. In addition, interprets and spreads information relative to the economic and social development of the region, gives services of advice to the governments by request of these and plans. The CEPAl had been organizating and executing programs of technical cooperation in Colombia. The Inter -American Development Bank IDB by his Social Policy Monitoring Network had been improving the ability of Latin American and Caribbean countries to evaluate the impact of social policies and to improve the design of policies in social areas. By joining experts and regional researchers interested in evaluation and policymakers from social ministries and agencies, the network focus on:
-Promoting the value of evaluation.
-Expanding the understanding of the effects of social policies.
-Building technical capacity to evaluate and design social policy. The Organization of American States OAS had been working on regional cooperation and advancing in common interests, through multilateral dialogue forums. The OAS have diverse units and departments which deals with issues such as: inequality, education and culture.
The World Bank Group WBG had been providing loans, policy advice, technical assistance and knowledge sharing services to low and middle income countries like Colombia, to reduce poverty. It is consider the world's largest external source of funding for education programs.
Multilateral assistance to Colombia from the World Bank, Inter-American Development Bank, the European Union, United Nations agencies, the Andean Development Corporation and others, totaled $49.9 million in 2002. Other bilateral development assistance to Colombia reached roughly $65 million in 2002 with Germany, Spain, and the Netherlands the most significant contributors.
The USAID Program had been creating economic opportunities and providing assistance to the internally displaced. USAID's strategy in Colombia, supports President Uribe's Democratic Security Policy, which consolidate the rule of law and defend and strengthen democratic institutions throughout the country.
The USAID program has three objectives: 1. Stem the flow of illegal by encouraging small producers to join the legal economy through licit economic activities and infrastructure projects. The Government of Colombia have been working with the USAID Program in the management of a $45 million fund created by the Enterprise for the Americas, that forgives foreign debt in exchange for environmental and child protection initiatives. Also, promotes democracy, conflict prevention and humanitarian assistance through health programs.
The Director of the National Planning, Carolina Renteria, said that they will work with international organizations to focus on the challenge by introducing a specific plan against poverty. The goal is to reduce the rate of people living below the poverty line from 50% to 39% y 2010, and those living in extreme poverty from 14.7% to 8% by that same year.
"The government's principal objectives will be to construct an economic, social and institutional strategy that applies the majority of the labour force as the principal engine for economic growth and equality" On the base of comparative studies of diverse countries, it is known today that the economic growth is linked to the improvement of the indicators of the well-being. The compilations of information that have been carried out to remedy this deficiency, might contribute in an important way to our knowledge of the links among the macroeconomic policies and the reduction of the poverty.
In this framework, it is important to focus strategies on enhancing quality of life for people through the relationship between government and rural vulnerable areas of the country, by the introducing of public services such as drinkable water, healthiness, garbage collection and management, and so one; in order to break the geographic limits, because the ones who really need governmental investment, are the ones who are the most unprotected.
On the way of solving this issue, an excellent idea should be, opening sme's to national strategic programs, to help them to be able to answer the necessities of the poorest countries, in their requirement of preventing people from diseases, which could damage health care of the poor people as a consequence of environmental contamination; through the strengthening support to sme's, providing easier credits by Colombian banks who should grant low credit rates, long time for credit payment and flexible requirements.
In consequence the results of this strategies would develop in a new economic driving force, that would generate: more opportunities of employment, new entrepreneurs, new business, promote strength economic sectors which could be more competitive for stimulating the productivity.
Likewise, the environmental conditions have an incidence in the society's poverty, due to the negative environmental impacts such as: climate changes, earthquakes, between others. In consequence, the study of the relationship between environment and poverty, results to be an important affair.
Environment and the influence of the poverty
The deep analysis of the conditions that somehow, influence the deterioration of the environment, extracts afloat the indexes of poverty of the environment, as a factor of risk for the implementation of the healthy politics for the sustainable development in the processes of production.
It is an integral responsibility, to show to the community that the industrialization can be met in harmony on the education, the health, the safety and the environment to achieve the sustainable development understood as, the one that leads to the economic development, to increase of the quality of life and to the social well-being, without exhausting the base of the natural resources in which it is sustained, not spoiling the environment or the right of the future generations to use it for the satisfaction of their own needs.
So that, encouraging measurements to a business ethical spirit, where there is awaited a major efficiency of the industrial processes, the organization of preventive strategies, the incorporation of technologies and clean procedures of production along the cycle of life of the product, so that they diminish to the minimum or the avoided wastes, reducing in the same way, the negative consequences in the utilization of the resources and the environment. Consequently, it is achieved to control somehow the conditions of poverty which concerns to the countries in process of development.
The humanity already cannot survive without the technical skills. The technology can lead to fatal consequences like ecological deterioration and the exhaustion of natural resources. The commerce and the industry, included the transnational companies, perform a crucial function in the economic models that prevail in countries such as Colombia.
Many of the businessmen work in a slightly responsible way because of the laxity in the procedure and the lack of institutional serious and deep criteria. It is possible to say that such circumstances are ideal in order to prosper business slightly ethical conducts. It makes furthermore, necessary a regime of stable policies that stimulates the commerce and a few forms of functioning responsible for the industry.
The decentralization of industries that is equivalent to the location of the processes of higher risk out of the borders of the industrialized countries, they are typical of the processes of globalization that are lived nowadays. The industrialization of the rural spaces, the pressure on new fountains of natural resources (Ex; waters), as well as the new location of the companies will be depending less by the distance and more of the scanty resources as water, energy, among others.
That is, the goals in relation to the policy of management of the solid residues, must reflect the practice of cleaner production that allows a sustainable development assuring the environmental cleaning, actions that are not exploited or apply under a scheme constructed in different companies and institutions.
It has been determined that the technological development, can be one of the strategies used to attack the levels of poverty of a community, in the sense that will generate sources to work on and simultaneously work of good quality, with exigency of the current world to answer to the conditions of the globalization.
It wants to begin to compete with quality and efficiency on the common markets and there has been verified that it is better to offer productions that are amicable to the environment, which they are profitable and which avoid subsequent expenses of recovery of fundamental elements for the quality of life, such as the health, the healthy environment, the control of the pollution and other conditions of deterioration that are of difficult managing once they have taken place.
According to new technologies, they has been developing diverse researches in the area of physical and biological treatment. For the first case, it arranges with diverse techniques of treatment for the obtaining material that can change to solid with a minimal addition of constituent others. For the biological treatment, there are investigations about the biological valuation, biodegradation compounds of organochlorine, such as the lindane, DDT and 4, 5, 6 -trichlorofenol, across microorganisms that have capacity of being biodegraded.
In the most hygienic national center of production (Costa Rica) it has been found that the evaluations in plant are perform in the industrial installations in order to identify options of cleaner production clean and to promote this strategy and the minimization of wastes in the companies. The companies will be able to see their saving and to improve in efficiency to be more competitive and sustainable, with a vision to the future. The commitment of the company is necessary through the management office by policies of reduction of the pollution, the assignment of people who can observe and share their results.
From the contribution that is expected from the industry in any level, it is necessary to teach the managing of cleaner production, which assures environments, and then this method is based on the process evaluation that involve 5 stages:
• Stage 1. To recognize the need to prevent the pollution, using cleaner production. As the technological development has advanced in the managing of dangerous residues and there have been introduced laws that prohibit the unload of toxic or dangerous pollutants to the environment, the managing of dangerous residues a significant cost has acquired for the industry in the developed countries. This factor, besides the fact of which the industry meets, increasingly, obliged to preserve the natural resources and the energy, it is promoting the creation of industrial alternative technologies for the reduction of generation of residues.
Since 70's it is observe that the development of the technology of minimization of industrial residues, advances and spreads in the current decade. The minimization of residues is achieved across the optimization of the industrial processes and of the recycling of the generated residues.
The recycling can be executed inside the same industrial plant or out of her depending on the utility that could be give to the residues. The recycling of solid and liquid residues can be perform directly or after an intermediate treatment. Examples of this are the reuse of the liquors of chrome in the tanneries with a simple interval sifted interval (6) , and the recovery of heavy metals of the worn-out baths of end of metals, through the rainfall and separation of the precipitate. (10) In Colombia to face the problematic, there have been adopted governmental strategies (DAMA. Ministry of Environment) with programs of environmental health and normalizations related to the managing of residues or wastes in order to manage the goal of controlling the industrial residues in sure form allowing the industrial development in harmony with the environment. (4) The criterion of cleaner production, as a way towards the sustainability of the companies, could not be reduce to the hard technologies, but it must include all the administrative and organizational strategies of the companies. It is not possible to speak about cleaner production in companies where an inhuman exploitation of the workforce and where there are no criterions of equity for with the workers. Equally, it is necessary that the employers could take voluntary, not coercive initiatives, for which they promote and apply self-controls and assume major responsibilities In order to try to take care of the repercussions of their activities in the human health and the environment.
Precisely, like response to all this problematic, arises the system of environmental management that involves the creation of a space, which the objects of physical study natural and socio -cultural must be approached in a joint way and must explain in an analytically way the environmental phenomena with sufficient conceptualizations for the capture of decisions of management and to answer to such aims as the prediction, prevention, mitigation and compensation of the impacts on the environment, the frame of the sustainable development.
The environmental coherent management, arises of an operative way and in permanent process of improvement, to be supported in a set of principles that guides it in a solid way, they are: Responsibility This principle gives response to the need of a sustainable development. The present generations are persons in charge of delivering a world to the future generations where there is possible the existence of a global ecosystem with levels supported of biodiversity, a human existence with increasing levels of public health, the development of the economic activities and the capital of both physical and biological resources that is characterized by the richness and variety of options.
Integral
The environmental planning deals with the interrelationships between a human given activity and the environment. Therefore it studies the physical, biological and social components of such interrelationships, understanding that only bearing in mind the contribution of several branches of the knowledge, it can come near to the conception of the environment as the quite unified one.
Quantification
One of the purposes of the environmental management in all that disciplines in process of development is the quantification of the entities with which it works and which train the object of study.
Applicability
The purpose of the environmental management is the managing of the environmental impacts in a few given conditions; therefore the acquisition of information, the conception and accomplishment of the studies, the selection of criteria for the evaluation, must be guided by the applicability of the results.
Optimization
Realizing any activity of the environmental management, this one must be carried out bearing in mind that designing is optimizing, and therefore the effort of conceptualization to must remove up to the point where not only one solution is proposed, but this one must be ideal from the optics of some criterion.
Aims of a system of environmental management • To orientate the diagnosis of the environmental current situation of a certain area and to identify projects of management with action strategies to face the identified problematic.
• To qualify the community leaders and civil servants of institutions in the program of Environmental Education.
• To define the mechanisms for conciliation and coordination of own actions of the Program of Environmental Education among the community and the public and private organizations.
• To s t i m u l a t e t h e c o o r d i n a t i o n a n d interinstitutional cooperation.
• To guarantee the community participation. (3) In order to overcome the negative impacts of the environmental contamination, exists an instrument which is considered as the most helpful to change people's attitude, in their necessity of managing the self-care culture and furthermore try to avoid the contamination to the environment. This strategy is the education. The interest of this document revolved around the ways for teaching the SME's in the adequate management of the waste materials through education, by giving to businessmen innovative strategies and processes to manage them, and to help them understanding their importance in the reduction of poverty and respect for the nature.
education solutions for poverty in colombia
In the work of the German philosopher Sloterdijk, P. (2005), the life develops since different aspects, and what it defines to the modernity, is the joint faint of poverty and reality. In his book "You""Foam"the author describes the process of the modernity as a process of anti gravitation, it is said to the technical inventions that they allow to the men to conquer the space and to fly in the air, but, in a more general way, expresses that: "the life has lost much of his gravitywhat means both his load of poverty, pain or hardness and his load of ontological reality ". Vasquez (2008).
Our "opulent society"is definitively liberated of what the author calls "the definitions of the reality formulated by the ontology of the poverty ", we stick to the formulae and express the absence of misery and the gravit absence in these two languages."This means that the social recovery of nowadays just can mean or the hypocritical attempt of masking the reality of the abundance or the desire of more abundance ". Vasquez, (2008) From the epistemology and the sociology the topic in question, it is acquired a specific connotation, which expresses for a sharp crisis of the current society, characterized by poles and interests significantly objected in the social thing, economic and environmental politician; community devoid of unit of thought, in what to the entity of the ethical thing -moral and ontological, it refers; lack, which has turned her, in a theoretical place of discussion, between connoted thinkers and, nevertheless the developments reached as for the concretion of conceptual benevolent positions with the nature, still ways of learning are absent for crossing in the set of nations that shape the terrestrial globe.
Partly, the raised problem, it is a product of the "process cultural associate" that corresponded to us to live and referred in the middle of the 19th century based on the secularism, which it orientates to the modernity, influenced by the ideas of freedom and progress of the French illuminists, with the denial of the wisdom and divine origin of the creation, devoid of values, virtues and humanitarian attitudes with live naturally and socially. Ideal stage for the development of the following perverse attitude, with serious consequences and repercussions for the present and future generations; "The Man has the reason and is the owner of the world", and "The Man supported by the technology and the technology is self-sufficient". 2 So, the instrumental rationalism, in term of efficiency, efficacy and become effective to obtain the awaited results, bosses and legal procedures of behavior, utilitarian in the economic, commanding of the capitalist system, with ends and a half of reproduction accelerated, is constituted in the paradigm that guides the conduct of the communities; without warning the serious consequences that would have, for the development of the life, the ignorance and the indiscriminate use of the manners, methods of production and intensive reproduction of the capital; in detriment and degradation of the right to the life, of a set of alive beings, who inhabit and share the ecosystem.
One denies the natural and social right, of enjoying a physical environment -nicely and healthily for the delight and well-being of the Man. This position is validated by the positivism, conception that it considers: "that so much the human beings", since "not human beings", they are only objects, things that produces quantity and, therefore, this way they must be treated. In addition, it favored, the model of economic growth, where the model of development is absent sustainable, that agency the well-being and the happiness of the social group.
The vision of the problem is critical and significant simultaneously, for his scopes and transcendence opposite to the observed reality. Present is had that the ecosystem, beside he constitutes, according to his logical and natural order, the biological the physical and chemistry, is a social category, recreated artistically with wisdom, with solid foundations, own(proper) values, knowledge, attitudes and manners of behaving, to take place(be produced) and to be reproduced; in the area of a non-existent rationality cultural associate and politics(policy), which precisely for his significance and significance (meaning) will allow that of his observation and comprehension, educations and learning could be extracted of and for the life.
The union between physical and social space, has limited herself to establishing standards extracted from the economic and technological politics(policy) of environmental universal, national and regional managing, leaving of side the social conflict of the country, in the area of the political thing, which is where the problem is located; managing and exploitation(development) of natural resources, including minerals, petroleum wells and other resources of potential ecological and economic high place; are observed strategic regions surrounded by suburbs of extreme poverty.
There is demonstrated, that the environmental problem more that to be a problem of to know ecologically, it is an epistemology and sociological problem, that it concerns, undoubtedly, the set of fields of the knowledge; in economy, there is demonstrated the disability of the analysis to visualize the problem of the cost of the externalities, or external positive or negative effects, depending on the interdependence and their areas of action, provided that the problem is not an exclusive matter of market and of prices, in addition because it is a question of a "giant without control", with the highest economic activity impossible to measure in his effects and consequences, as well as in his prevention.
There competes(stations) to a rationality environmental, cultural associate, organic, spatial significant in the context of the development sustainable, with values, social and political processes, which exceed the current structures and integrate to know of interdisciplinary form, to re-elaborate the conceptual frames, categories and procedural and methodological instruments, which allow the construction and integration of the knowledge, in favor of ecological attitudes, change transformer that generates conscience of the auto care and the auto management in the area of the biological and cultural biodiversity, we must construct culture, educate and demonstrate that it is only by means of the human intervention that is achieved to respect inhabit. 3 It is required to work to offer that they should include public politics of environmental democratization. The base is the "productive rationality been founded on the socialization of the natural and cultural means of production "Leff 1998:340. Education is and will always be a key factor in the success of people from all backgrounds. It provides children with greater opportunities and offers a better perspective on life. Most importantly, it can be the breaking point out of the poverty cycle which affects hundreds of families in Latin America and around the world. A poor person with a good education has the opportunities to escape from poverty in ways that an uneducated person can never hope for. Education is the solution for many social problems and increased education has even been shown to decrease delinquency and violence.
